THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY VIII

of the effusion of Christian blood; and now, things being so near
a good conclusion, let them consider whether it be expedient for
their master's affairs and their own estate to break the towardness
of this amity between two such Princes for a few peasants, or
other such men's causes as they now stick upon.    And here
travail, as much as you may, to bring them to agree to the former
instructions heretofore sent unto you; whereunto if they will by
no means assent nor agree unto, then our pleasure is, that you shall
say, as of yourself, that you are sorry to see these things frame
after this sort; and because you have been ministers so long in
this affair, you would be glad to see the same conduced to a better
conclusion, and therefore require them to devise yet once again;
and so (ye may say) you will do also. And so, after promise made
to that effect, you may then, as of your [selves, show these
articles,]1 and say, that being desirous to see some good end of
this long treaty, you have yet once again devised more reasonable
conditions than may with indifferency be required,   Whereunto
if they will assent upon sight of the same, we be very well pleased
you shall conclude a peace with them*   Otherwise, if you shall
see that they will by no means assent thereunto, because by these
th<sir proceedings it appcarcth manifestly that they mean nothing
less than to conclude a peace indeed, we think it very expedient
for our affairs, for sundry respects, that, by your good policies
and wise handling, some such means were used; as, this treaty
[being de] afcrred for a while, we may in the mean season win
so much time, as our things, as well for the seas as other ways,
may be put in order to meet with them in all events.   For
which purpose we rnind to take such speedy and substantial
order as shall appertain.

And for the better mean to conduce this to good purpose,
we think it shall be very well, that you, as of yourselves, showing
these our said capitulations unto them, do require to have the
same sent to their master, from whom you doubt not, (ye may
say) to receive a more reasonable answer than you have received
at thdir hands; and seeing you have at their desires sent their
capitulations unto us, you think they will not deny to show you

* MS. damaged: lacunas supplied from Calig. E. IV, f. 163*.
9 Supplied from SJP. XI, 192.
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